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 General Guidelines 
LWD removal should only be considered when there is compelling evidence that it is 
causing flooding of private/public infrastructure, significant streambank erosion, or is a 
navigational hazard.  When cutting streamside trees and LWD, first determine property 
ownership in the specific area where the work is to be done.  You must always obtain 
permission from the property owner to legally gain access and perform the work.  
Property boundaries in Connecticut often run through the centerline of the stream channel 
so you may have to contact property owners on both sides of a stream channel for 
permission.  Secondly, always contact your municipal Inland Wetland Agency to 
determine if the proposed work will require any local regulatory permits.  Lastly, 
although any large-scale riverwide LWD removal projects would be discouraged, such 
projects may require permits from the Connecticut Department of Environmental 
Protection.  Please contact the DEP Inland Water Resources Division for regulatory 
guidance and permit determination prior to initiating any projects.  Fisheries Biologists 
from the DEP Inland Fisheries Division, Habitat Conservation and Enhancement 
Program can also be contacted for specific onsite guidance regarding LWD removal.  
DEP Watershed Management and Coordination staff may be contacted for further 
assistance regarding watershed management issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example of large woody debris cut and removed from the Hockanum River, Manchester. 
While some wood was left in place, some of the cut wood could have been repositioned 
and anchored to the streambank to help retain LWD ecological benefits. 
 
Where LWD absolutely has to be cut, wood can be floated, repositioned and anchored to 
the shoreline, so its ecological benefits are not lost.  For example, LWD that lies 
perpendicular to streamflow can be repositioned so it is aligned in a downstream 
orientation at an angle ranging from 20 to 40 degrees to the streambank (see diagram).   
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